Dear Parents and Carers,
This week at St Modwen's we have been celebrating Children's Mental Health week. On Monday, I lead an
assembly promoting this extremely important, current topic and we discussed this year’s theme of finding your
brave. The children shared experiences of when they had to be brave and we watched some short videos of
famous people, who suffered with mental health issues showing bravery. These included Keala Settle (The
Greatest Showman) singing, 'This is Me' for the first time, Stuart Pearce (Nottingham Forest & England legend)
scoring in the penalty shoot-out against Spain in Euro 96 after missing in the semi-finals of Italia 90 and Lady Gaga
discussing how she opened up about her mental health issues to Prince William for his #OKtoSay campaign.
Lots of activities have been going on this week supporting Children's Mental Health alongside our usual
curriculum. Children in Nursery are continuing their topic on winter. They have been reading about The Gruffalo
and The Gruffalo's Child. Reception have been reading Jack and the Beanstalk and have been spending money at
the market, they have also been reading stories about being brave. Year 1 have had a visit from a nurse, been
meditating and have read Ruby's Worries, where they created networking hands. Mr Heald has also been
scouring the school for smells, tastes and things to touch as part of a senses experiment. I have been spending
plenty of time with Year 2 this week as their topic on chocolate is of a particular interest to me! Some of the
homemade chocolate factories are absolutely outstanding and the children have also been making their own
chocolates. We are very much looking forward to Miss Harcombe's class assembly next Friday. Y3/4 have been
making their own stress balls, whilst discussing what it takes to be brave. In Year 5, the children have been
working on their gymnastics skills and have been working on all of the equipment we have in school. They also
did a shake and wake exercise to encourage a healthy lifestyle. Finally, in Year 6 the children have been taking
part in yoga and mediation sessions and have been experimenting with light in science.
We would like to say a huge thank you to everybody who has donated items for our food bank so far and any
more donations will be greatly received. We have developed quite a stock now, so any families who would like to
use our food bank need to either contact Ms Gibbs or the school office.
Year 3 and 4 took part in the ESSP swimming gala on Tuesday, at Denstone college. We placed 7th overall! A
huge well done to; Ella, Edward, Jacob, William, Lennie, Isla, Lilly and Zoe who represented the school brilliantly.
Thank you to Miss Smith and Miss Patel for supporting the children at this event.
The Year 5/6 Football team also played on Tuesday against River View and Tower View. Both teams were on top
form; communicating effectively and working well as a team. The A team won both of their games, beating Tower
View 6-1 and River View 8-1! Well done to; Maks, Gaspar, Lewis, Alan, Seb, Sam, Noah and Oli R. The B team
were similar in defeat, they beat River View 2-1 but drew against Tower View 0-0. Well done to; Damian, Kacper,
Mike, Thomas, Archie, Daniel, Ben and Jack. We would like to thank Mr Quinn and Mr Cole for refereeing the
games and a special thank you to Miss Smith for supporting the children at this event and for all the work
organising activities across the classes. Thank you again to all parents for your ongoing support with various
fixtures and events.
We hope you have a lovely weekend.
Mr D Read
Acting Deputy Head

REC A St Gabriel
REC B St Raphael
Y1A St Matthew
Y3/4C St Theresa of Calcutta
Y5A St Maxmilian Kolbe
Y6A Blessed Dominic Barberi
Y6B Blessed John Henry Newman

98.21%
98.15%
98.67%
97.78%
97.67%
100.00%
99.31%

Whole School
Attendance
Target – 97%
Last Week - 96.40%
338 children achieved
100% attendance
Last week.
Well Done!

West Midlands Police have advised that students at a number of Secondary schools in our
area have been contacted by a bogus modelling agency called Starlett or Scarlett Bookings
Agency. Initially they request photos of the child in their favourite outfit, then a bikini
shot and finally they ask for a naked photo so that they can analyse their body type
coupled with threats if they are not forthcoming.
Primary Schools have also been informed because younger children may also be targeted
if they are on Instagram.
The School Office

Team Points
Individual Monthly Winners
January
St Gabriel
LC

Sophia O

St Raphael
LW

Mia R

St Matthew
JH

Tasha

St Mark
AB

Isla

St Luke
EH

Julia J

St John
RH

Nadia

St Josephine
CL

Remigiusz R

St Pascal
JD

Aaron S

St Theresa
HG

Elijah

St Maximilian
NW

Samuel M

St Alphonsa
AS

Hanna M

Blessed Dominic
DQ

Olivia M

Blessed John Henry
LP

Nadia W

Total Monthly Team Points:
1129

1161

1047

1149

3rd

1st

4th

2nd

Inspirational Quote of the week

“The world offers you comfort, but you were not made for
comfort. You were made for greatness.”
Pope Benedict XVI

Our virtues for this half term are ‘Grateful and Generous’.
Congratulations to this week’s certificate recipients:
REC A St Gabriel – Aleksander
REC B St Raphael – Bridie-Eve
Y1 JH St Matthew – Lena K
Y1 AB St Mark – Jennifer
Y2 EH St Luke – Maja
Y2 JC St John – Katrina
Y3/4A TB St Josephine Bakhita - Samuel
Y3/4B JD St Paschal of Baylon – Michal
Y3/4C HG St Theresa of Calcutta – Leya
Y5 NW St Maxmilian Kolbe – Patryk
Y5 AS St Alphonsa – Joseph & Lennie
Y6 DQ Blessed Dominic Barberi – Thomas W
Y6 LP Blessed John Henry Newman – Sam B

Date

Event

14th February 2020

Y2B RH Class Assembly – Start time 2.45pm

25th February 2020

Year 6 The Briars Day Visit

5th March 2020

Confirmation Parents Meeting in school (7pm)

24th March 2020
25th March 2020

Parents Evening 4-7

(Bookings will be live on ParentMail, two weeks prior to this date)

Parents Evening 4-7

(Bookings will be live on ParentMail, two weeks prior to this date)

1st April 2020

Y3 /4 Easter Play - 9.15am

2nd April 2020

Y3 /4 Easter Play – 6.00pm

School Notices
Attention all car park users – IMPORTANT NOTICE!
We are still experiencing parking problems at school and despite
numerous requests/reminders from school we are still having parents
parking:
On the main road outside school causing congestion and a
serious safety hazard for children.
In disabled bays.
On the side of the road leading to the parent car park and
in the entrance to the Service bay.
Our Service bay and access road needs to remain clear at all times,
as this is the entrance all emergency vehicles will use to access the
school.
Our disabled bays are only to be used by parents with a disability or if they have a child in school with
a disability. Parking Permits are available from the school office.
With this in mind, we again request that all parents use the designated parents’ car park and avoid parking
on the main road, access road, service bay entrance or the disabled bays in the visitor car park area.
School and Governors are taking this matter extremely seriously as the safety of our pupils on site is
paramount.
We have also received an e-mail from the owners of the Beacon Hotel, as some parents are using the Beacon
car park when dropping off and picking up children from school. Please note that the Beacon Hotel car park
is a private car park for customers of the Beacon to use only. It has since had a parking eye installed
and will be issuing parking tickets of £100, which will be enforced via the use of automatic number plate
recognition. The owner of the Beacon Hotel has stated in that they have been forced to introduce this
measure as parents have been using the car park when dropping-off and collecting their children. They also
informed us that, on occasions, when parents have been asked by members of staff not to park in the car park,
their response to Beacon staff has been abusive and very rude.
In addition, we also continue to receive a number of complaints on a daily basis from local residents over their
concerns for children’s safety when parents park on the main road outside school or blocking local residents’
drives.
We hope you will all work with us on this, so we can support each other to keep our children safe. Thank you
in anticipation of your co-operation.

SMOKING REMINDER –
PLEASE DO NOT SMOKE ON
OUR SCHOOL GROUNDS.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION

LETTINGS - Our school hall is available for lettings. More information is available on the
school’s website or by contacting Mrs Salt in the school office.

Official Sponsors of our
Spiritual Garden

