St. Modwen’s Newsletter
10th January 2020

Telephone: 01283 247560
Website: www.st-modwens.staffs.sch.uk

Email: office@st-modwens.staffs.sch.uk

Dear Parents and Carers,
We have had a lovely first week back and have been extremely impressed with our pupils who have come back ready to listen
and learn. Pupils have been reflecting on the value and tradition of making new year’s resolutions, as well as learning about
the Baptism of the Lord, in our Collective Worship this week. Our Nursery has been running full time for the first time ever
and those staying all day have managed exceptionally well; our new children too have settled in beautifully. A special thank
you to Mrs Pratt, Mrs Simpkins, Mrs Thompson, Mrs Arnold and Mrs Salt for making the dream a reality!
Reception have been settling back well and impressing Mrs Chadfield and Miss Winwood with their writing all about the
Christmas holidays. In Y1, Miss Butt and Mr Heald have been introducing the new topic of People Who Help and the
children have been preparing questions that they are going to ask a firefighter who is visiting them next week. In Y2 Mrs
Hatton and Miss Harcombe have been introducing the new topic ‘Chocolate’ which, of course, the children are very excited
about. Miss Hollywood and Mrs Roik have introduced some new pastoral groups in the afternoons for social and emotional
aspects of learning, under the guidance and support of Mrs Kirkpatrick: these enrichment activities will be beneficial to
pupils’ mental health and wellbeing and will include activities such as gardening. Miss Hollywood has already designed a
grotto inspired by Lourdes and looks forward to building it with some of our pupils, in our Spiritual Garden later this term.
Not long now until 15th January, which is the closing date for applying for Reception places for 2020. If you know of anyone
with a 4-year old who will turn 5 in the academic year 2020/2021, do tell them all about our wonderful provision (we hope
you have seen the advert online and in the Burton Mail recently). Some of our academic and wider curricular highlights are:
2019 School Performance Data sources Ofsted IDSR, ASP and FFT:
 KS2 Mathematics Results- top 15% of schools in the country
 KS2 Spelling, Grammar, Punctuation results- top 11% in the country
 KS2 Writing Results- top 20% of schools in the country
 KS1 and KS2 Science Results- above national averages
 More Able pupils scoring the higher grades in KS1 is higher than national across all subjects
 Early Years Foundation Pupils % leaving Reception at a good level of development matches national
expectations
 Year 4 2019 Mock Times Tables Tests- our pupils’ overall results were in the top 25% for those schools who
took part in the trial tests
 Year 2 SATS results 2019 were above the national average in all areas of reading, writing, mathematics and
science
 The number of more able pupils in Year 2 exceeding the expected standard was higher than the national
average in all areas of reading, writing, mathematics and science
 Our Year 1 Phonics Screening Test results were 10% higher than the national average (St Modwen’s
92% National 82%)
 100% of our pupils who re-sat the phonics test in Year 2 2019 passed it compared with only 56% nationally

In addition:
 We are one of only 2 schools in Staffordshire to hold the Sports Platinum Award
 We were the only school in Burton on Trent to have our own school orchestra at the Burton Town Hall Music
Concert last summer
 Standards of performing arts are exceptionally strong
 Behaviour has been described as Outstanding in both Section 48 and Section 8 Ofsted’s and the school gained
‘Outstanding’ in its most recent Catholic inspection






We have our own allotment where food is grown by the pupils as part of reducing our carbon footprint and the
pupils are regularly taught about the importance of sustainable living
Strong commitment to social justice with pupils who are kept astute in the matters of current affairs, including
a preferential option for the poor and vulnerable in society
Staff trained in mental health provision, including counselling qualifications, HOPE and ELSA
Exceptional grounds and latest technological facilities

This week has been no exception in our pursuit of academic excellence. Mrs Lodge has been very impressed with her new
class. Alongside Mrs Davison’s and Miss Goodman’s classes, the children have been learning all about Climate Change,
in particular plastics pollution. The children have also been learning about personification in poetry. Mrs Davison’s Y3/4
class have also been rehearsing for their curriculum showcase assembly which is next week- we can’t wait! In Y5 the
pupils have just started their topic about Ancient Greece. As you are aware from the publications before the holidays, we
have a themed day next week all about Greece. Mrs Davison, Mrs Lodge, Mrs Nolan, Mrs Cooper and Mrs Salt have been
putting the finishing touches to the event, including passports, boarding passes and all sorts….we will virtually fly to
Greece from our school hall and then once our plane has ‘landed’ we will be involved in lots of activities relating to
Greece….the children will receive in-flight entertainment (a documentary informing them about Greece) and a cameo
appearance from myself and Mr Read as pilot and co-pilot! We strongly encourage your children to take up a hot meal
that day, as it is the day that our Census is taken and this affects the funding we receive for school meal provision.
Y6 have been learning about the tropics of cancer and capricorn, as well as the equator, and have used our new
playground markings to help explain these geographical terms. Y6 have also been given the opportunity to take part in
provision every Friday afternoon from the UK Dodgeball association which is designed to raise the profile of the sport by
providing free lessons to school children so we are very grateful for this opportunity.
The pupils who will be attending Young Voices this year and representing us at this auspicious event have been
rehearsing well this week with Mrs Perkins and Mrs Robson. We thank both these members of staff for all of the
dedication and contribution of their own time to provide our pupils the opportunity to be part of an exceptionally talented
choir- see twitter for some videos from this week’s choir practice!
We are also formally announcing that we have appointed Ms Anna Duffy to the position of Deputy Head Teacher at our
school with effect from 20th April 2020. Ms Duffy is a committed Catholic with a wealth of experience in raising
academic standards. She currently works in a leadership position at a Catholic school in Handsworth, Birmingham. Mr
Read who is currently doing an excellent job as Acting Deputy Head Teacher will be returning to his classroom duties
from April 2020 and will take over from Mrs Davison when she goes on maternity leave. We thank Mr Read
wholeheartedly for what he has done to date, and what he will be doing this term to support me in leading and managing
the school.
With warm wishes for a lovely weekend,
Miranda Gibbs
Head Teacher

Whole School
Attendance
Last Week
91.80%
Target – 97%
308 children
achieved 100%
attendance
Last week.
Well Done!
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For achieving above 97%
attendance last week!

Flu Catch Up Clinics
Should your child still be outstanding their flu vaccine the School age Immunisation Team will be
holding the following Flu clinics:


Tuesday 14th January 2020 – Ryecroft Health Centre ST5 2BQ – Morning Session Only

Wednesday 15th January 2020 – Rising Brook Health Centre ST17 9LY – All Day Session

Thursday 16th January 2020 – Tamworth Health Centre B79 7EA – All Day Session

If you do wish to book an appointment please ring the team on 0300 124 0366 accordingly.

Inspirational Quote of the week
“The secret of happiness is to live moment by moment and to thank God for all
that He, in His goodness, sends to us day after day.”
St. Gianna Molla

Our virtues for this half term are ‘Grateful and Generous’. Congratulations to this week’s
certificate recipients:
REC A St Gabriel – Raees
REC B St Raphael – The whole class
Y1 JH St Matthew – Nicola M
Y1 AB St Mark – Gavin
Y2 EH St Luke – Sofia
Y2 JC St John – Willow
Y3/4A TB St Josephine Bakhita - Rian
Y3/4B JD St Paschal of Baylon – Dawid
Y3/4C HG St Theresa of Calcutta – Jakub
Y5 NW St Maxmilian Kolbe – Giulia
Y5 AS St Alphonsa – Isiah
Y6 DQ Blessed Dominic Barberi – Daniella H
Y6 LP Blessed John Henry Newman – Seb

Date

Event

16th January 2020

Groovy Greek Gourmet Dinner Day / Blockbuster Movie Night

17th January 2020

Y3/4 Mrs Davison Class Assembly – Start time 2.45pm

20th January 2020

Young Voices Concert

21st January 2020

Yellow Submarine Dinner Day

14th February 2020

Y2B RH Class Assembly – Start time 2.45pm

5th March 2020

Confirmation Parents Meeting in school (7pm)

24th March 2020
25th March 2020

Parents Evening 4-7

(Bookings will be live on ParentMail, two weeks prior to this date)

Parents Evening 4-7

(Bookings will be live on ParentMail, two weeks prior to this date)

1st April 2020

Y3 /4 Easter Play - 9.15am

2nd April 2020

Y3 /4 Easter Play – 6.00pm

School Notices
Attention all car park users – IMPORTANT NOTICE!
We are still experiencing parking problems at school and despite
numerous requests/reminders from school we are still having parents
parking:
On the main road outside school causing congestion and a
serious safety hazard for children.
In disabled bays.
On the side of the road leading to the parent car park and
in the entrance to the Service bay.
Our Service bay and access road needs to remain clear at all times,
as this is the entrance all emergency vehicles will use to access the
school.
Our disabled bays are only to be used by parents with a disability or if they have a child in school with
a disability. Parking Permits are available from the school office.
With this in mind, we again request that all parents use the designated parents’ car park and avoid parking
on the main road, access road, service bay entrance or the disabled bays in the visitor car park area.
School and Governors are taking this matter extremely seriously as the safety of our pupils on site is
paramount.
We have also received an e-mail from the owners of the Beacon Hotel, as some parents are using the Beacon
car park when dropping off and picking up children from school. Please note that the Beacon Hotel car park
is a private car park for customers of the Beacon to use only. It has since had a parking eye installed
and will be issuing parking tickets of £100, which will be enforced via the use of automatic number plate
recognition. The owner of the Beacon Hotel has stated in that they have been forced to introduce this
measure as parents have been using the car park when dropping-off and collecting their children. They also
informed us that, on occasions, when parents have been asked by members of staff not to park in the car park,
their response to Beacon staff has been abusive and very rude.
In addition, we also continue to receive a number of complaints on a daily basis from local residents over their
concerns for children’s safety when parents park on the main road outside school or blocking local residents’
drives.
We hope you will all work with us on this, so we can support each other to keep our children safe. Thank you
in anticipation of your co-operation.

LETTINGS - Our school hall is available for lettings. More information is available on the
school’s website or by contacting Mrs Salt in the school office.

Official Sponsors of our
Spiritual Garden

